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country. But they were driven beyona tae liili?.'4 But it was feared that the
ML* athas might plunder Ellore, Masulipatam, Rajahmundry and Chicacole.
All Kuh Khan had withdrawn himself into his for;. It was also understood
that Nasir Jung requested the M&iatha...J D assist the Naw ab of Cuttack against
AH Vardi Khan. But, the Nawab of C aitack, staying at the mango garden at
Vizagapatam seemed alarmed at their approach. * Marathas plundered
Masulipatam. Ali Kuli Khan was reported to have agreed to pay them Rs.
45,0007- Imam Saheb had long been preparing to flee. The Rajahs had
already sent their families to Vizagapatam for protection.55
The Marathas, after destroying much of the Ellore countryside,
attempted to enter Peddapuram, but were repulsed by the Rajahs and 200 or
300 of them were shut up in the forest nearby.56 They were still threatening
Rajahumundry, but, when they learnt that a large army was marching from
Golkonda, they retired hastily.57 The Marathas fled to the hills beyond
Ellore.58 They assaulted and took'Oendie*, a fort near Maodapollam. Then,
they went to Masulipatam but were repulsed.59
Though the Marathas retired, the merchants could not live in peace,
as the Nawabs were asking for loans and the Thanadars were compelling
them to advance loans. The English were forced to intervene on behalf of the
Indian merchants.60
The Nawab demanded a loan of 2,000 pagodas and Rs.30,000/- in
exchange for Madras pagodas at Rs.3-13 annas. On the refusal of the English
Resident, the Thanadar was ordered to obstruct the Company's business.
The watchmen had been whipped and the merchants threatened. Hussain
Kuli Khan, the Nawab's uncle, had already received the annual present and
once again, demanded the same, threatening the English Vakil to punish him
in the same way as he had done to the Dubash (translator) of the Dutch Chief
at Kakinada. The country was plundered by the Nawab.61 The Chief at
Ingeram, Richard Prince, saw Hussain Kuli Khan when the latter visited
Draksharam and complained of the Thanadar'$ misdeeds. Hussain Kuli
Khan promised that nobody should trouble the Company's servants and
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